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According to the Pew Internet & 

American Life Project, a subdivision of 
the Pew Research Center, internet 

predictions for the year 2020 include 
the following: 

 
�  A low-cost global network will be 

creating new opportunities in a  
“flattening” world 

�  Virtual reality will be compelling 
enough to enhance worker 
productivity and also spawn new 
addiction problems 

�  People will disclose more about 
themselves, gaining some 
benefits in the process even as 
they lose some privacy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Tech “refuseniks” will emerge as 

a cultural group characterized by 
their choice to live off the network 

�  Humans will remain in charge of 
technology, even as more activity 
is automated and “smart agents” 
proliferate 

�  English will be a universal 
language of global 
communications; other 
languages, such as Mandarin, 
would also grow in prominence 

 
In response to the central question of 

whether the world will be a better 
place in 2020, the internet experts and 

analysts are evenly split. 
 

http://pewresearch.org/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thursday, August 21 was not just 
any ordinary day for students and 
returning CNU faculty. In an effort to 
introduce freshmen to the diverse 
choices of majors, and to help them 
get acquainted with faculty in each of 
the departments, the third annual 
Academic Festival was launched. 
 
Much more than a ‘meet and greet’ 
opportunity, the festival showcased 
curriculum programs and thematic 
interactive events. As the name 
suggests, these showcases were 
venues where academia and fun 
easily fused. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the Communication Studies 
Department, students were invited  
to personalize foam door hangers. 
While choosing from an assortment 
of letters, shapes, colors, and do-it-
yourself materials, freshmen were 
able to create a piece of artwork 
which captured their unique forms  
of self-expression. 
 
 
 

      Academic Festival is 
   Highlight of  

                 Start-Up Week 

 
Individuality was also portrayed in 
the decoration of baseball-style caps. 
Students cut, glued, drew and 
stylized their way to hats which 
captured the essence of what the 
students wished to represent as their 
public identity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some students enthusiastically 
indulged in the creation of both 
artifacts. Moreover, the strong 
popularity of the event spread 
beyond the festival doors. Students 
of other intended majors stopped by 
to see if “they could make a cap or 
door hanger, too” because they had 
seen the creative efforts of their 
friends. 
 
The communicative appeal of this 
year’s program was suggested by 
faculty member, Dr. Linda Manning. 
Indeed, while prospective majors 
worked busily on their personalized 
projects, department members joined 
in the fun while getting to know the 
freshmen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The PhD Connection  
 
In a report filed by the Center for Innovation and Research in  
Graduate Education  at the University of Washington, the 
outlook for doctorates in Communication is good. 
 
Communication PhDs are a growth industry. The number of 
degrees in this field, which are awarded annually, amount to 
more than 500. Representing a wide range of research 
interests, including rhetoric, media studies, interpersonal 
communication, and so forth – Communication PhDs pursue  
a variety of career paths. 
 
Most individuals want and find ladder faculty positions in higher 
education. Indeed, Communication PhDs are offered faculty 
positions more readily than doctorate holders in other social 
science fields. 
 
In the graduate survey Social Science PhDs – Five+ years Out 
(SS5), respondents, in general, felt well prepared for their 
careers. Differences in academic productivity and assessments 
of graduate school experiences emerged between those 
currently working for business, government, non-profits, or 
academia. 
 

Demonstrating the applicability 
of a Communication PhD in a  
variety of contexts, graduates  
in all job sectors report that  
acquired skills in critical thinking and data analysis and 
synthesis are very important to their career demands. 
 
Although most respondents rated their PhD programs as 
“excellent” in terms of academic rigor, criticisms included a lack 
of training in skills important to obtaining and administering 
grants, less than adequate formal teaching training, and little 
guidance from mentors in publishing and in finding a job. 
 
Men and women expressed different attitudes about balancing 
work and personal lives after graduation. While both report 
problems stemming from combining careers and family, women 
delay parenting because of their careers more often than men. 
 
[source:  Communicating the PhD Experience, University of Washington 
Graduate School/College of Education, 2008] 
 
http://www.cirge.washington.edu/ 
 
 

 

 
 
Dr. Danielle Stern received her PhD from Ohio 
University.  Her research interests include media  
industries, celebrity feminism, gender and sexuality, 
and critical-cultural studies 
 
Currently, Dr. Stern is teaching classes in  
Communication Theory and Gender  
Communication.   danielle.stern@cnu.edu 
 
 
 
 
    Dr. Susan Romans received her PhD 
   from the University of Maryland. Her research                                        
                 interests include organizational change,  
                                            communication empowerment, conflict and  
    crisis, and invention development. 
 
   She is currently teaching classes in Public    
   Speaking and Principles of Interviewing. 
                                            susan.romans@cnu.edu 
 

 
 

Faculty Connections 
              Meet Our New Department Members Announcement  

 

 
Dr. Ron Von Burg 

Communication Studies, CNU  
ron.vonburg@cnu.edu  

and  
Dr. Alessandra Beasley 

Department of Communication 
Wake Forest University 

were married in 
Sondrio, Italy 
June 20, 2008 

 

 Congratulations! 
        

 

 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Alex Aloise (’07) Richmond, VA is pursuing  
a Master’s in Mass Communication, with a 
concentration in Communications Strategy at 
Virginia Commonwealth University. 
 
Jonathan Blanks (’98) Seattle, WA is 
employed with The Boeing Company and  
has been promoted to Benefits Specialist 4. 
 
Clare Brown (’08) Syracuse, NY is enrolled 
in the S.I. Newhouse School of Public 
Communication, with a concentration in 
Public Relations at Syracuse University. 
 
Allison Burr-Miller (’05)  Amherst, MA is 
pursuing a PhD and is a Teaching Assistant 
in Communication at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. 
 
Michael Corey (‘03) Charlotte, NC bas been 
promoted to Sales Manager for Aramark and 
will be relocating to Atlanta.  
 
Christen Duchemin (’04) Newport News, VA 
has been promoted to Account Director for 
Snow & Associates in Williamsburg. 
 
Laura Errington (’08) Fredericksburg, VA will 
begin training as an Investigative Specialist 
for the FBI. She has obtained top secret 
clearance. 
 
Ashley Ezell (‘07) Virginia Beach, VA was 
nominated for Teacher Assistant of the Year 
at Windsor Oaks Elementary School. 
 
Katie Farmer (’03) Richmond, VA is  
employed as the Revenue Manager/Sales 
Coordinator with The Westin Richmond. 
 
Ashley Forish (’07) Suffolk, VA is the 
Admissions Office Supervisor for Centura 
College in Virginia Beach. 
 
Rebekah Garton (’08)  Athens, GA is 
pursuing a Master’s degree in  the 
Communication Studies program at the 
University of Georgia. 
 
April Hudson (’00) Newington, VA serves  
as the Associate Dean at Strayer University 
Online in Newington. 
 
Taya (Moss) Jarman (’04) Richmond, VA 
and husband John announce the birth of  
their son, John Jarman III, on July 31, 2008. 
 
Julie Johnson (’08) Newport News, VA is  
a Technical Writer/Business Development 
Specialist for UAV Communications, Inc. 
 
Katie Johnston (’08)  Rockville, MD is 
employed as a Meetings Assistant for 
Management Solutions Plus. 
 

Megan Lekavich (’08) Staunton, VA is 
employed as a Staff Member with the 
YoungLife organization. 
 
Julie (Helveston) Martin (’06) Newport 
News, VA was married to Matt Martin (‘05) on 
August 30, 2008. She is the Member Services 
Manager for Premier Fitness. 
 
Christina (Martin) Painter (‘06) 
Waynesboro, VA was married to Phillip 
Painter on April 26, 2008. She is pursuing  
an MA in Teaching at Mary Baldwin College.  
 
Amy Richardson (’07) The Plains, VA is 
employed in Programming and Development 
for Great Meadow Foundation, a 501(c)(3) 
foundation housing community events. 
 
Emily Seamon (’06) Roanoke, VA received a 
Master of Arts in Media and Communication 
Studies from Florida State University. 
 
Meredith Schmidt (’06) Newport News, VA is 
a Special Education Teacher at Poquoson 
High School. She pursuing a Master’s in 
Special Education from Cambridge College. 
 
Shaina Silver (‘00) Hampton, VA serves as 
an Alumni Mentor for CNU’s professional 
network. She is a Contract Specialist for the 
US Army at Fort Eustis. 
 
Loren (Arnot) Smith (’03) North Port, FL  
was married to Brian Smith on June 28, 2008. 
She is an Advertising Consultant for Idearc 
Media in Florida. 
 
Caitrin (Cowan) Tarnovsky (’08)  
Centreville, VA was married to Eric Tarnovsky 
(CNU ’07) on July 12, 2008. She is a Special 
Education Instructional Assistant for Fairfax 
County Public Schools. 
 
Lori (Bickham) Throupe (’07) Newport 
News, VA was married to Justin Throupe on 
June 14, 2008. She is a Leadership Fellow for 
the CNU President’s Leadership Program. 
 
Brad Webb (’02) Los Angeles, CA is 
employed in Craig Murray Productions in 
Burbank, CA. His voice can be heard in the 
trailer for Disney’s next movie “Bolt.” 
http://www.apple.com/trailers/disney/bolt 
 
Melissa (Johnson) Williams (’96) Newport 
News, VA and husband Steve announce the 
birth of their third daughter, Kasey Danielle 
Williams, on May 3, 2008. 
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This past spring, as graduation 
became a realization, the “I need a 
post-grad job” panic began to set 
in. I worked on my resume; I 
researched jobs in the area; I sent 
out applications;  
and I sat down  
and waited…  
then I joined  
AmeriCorps.  
 
I found my job  
through a friend,  
who told me  
about a position in Hampton that 
she knew would be perfect for me, 
and she was right. Just before 
Commencement, I sent my resume 
to Refugee and Immigration 
Services, a non-profit organization 
run by the Richmond Catholic 
Diocese. Within the next month, I 
had my interview and was offered 
the position as their new Volunteer 
and Resource Coordinator. 
 
My position is funded through the 
AmeriCorps VISTA program - a 
national community service 
organization that focuses on 
fighting poverty in the US.  
http://www.americorps.org/ 
 
My office specifically focuses on 
full refugee resettlement - from 
their arrival through their 
adaptation to their new life here in 
Hampton Roads. I have already 
assisted in one of our English 
Language centers, helped refugee 
children register for school, and 
I’ve been hard at work developing 
a mentorship program for our 
families.  
 
This has been a dream job for me. 
When my one-year term is up, I 
hope to have a plethora of stories 
and experiences to share when I 
go off to graduate school, or 
perhaps when I find another job 
within the non-profit sector.  
 

Karen Schomaker ‘08 

Guest Column 
 

 

 


